These rates are close to those reported for women in the general Canadian population. 4 This pattern was also observed among Metis women in Manitoba, who were reported as having a comparable rate of screening for cervical cancer with other women in the province. 10 In 2002, the National Aboriginal Health Organization conducted a telephone survey with First Nations people across Canada to measure, among other things, the use of preventive health services. They found that 50% of First Nations women living on or near a reserve reported receiving at least one Pap test in the previous year. 11 Within small communities in the Northwest Territories, a similar rate of screening was reported among Aboriginal (71.9%) and nonAboriginal (74.8%) women. In contrast, in Yellowknife, Aboriginal women had a lower screening rate than non-Aboriginal women (71.1% v. 92.0%). 12, 13 These latter results suggest that the challenges for seeking and obtaining screening for cervical cancer may be different between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women and may be related to location.
As we have shown there have been improvements in the uptake of Pap testing among Aboriginal women, although the reported rates of invasive cervical cancer among Aboriginal women in Canada have historically been 1.7-3.5 times higher than among other groups of Canadian women. In addition, mortality associated with cervical cancer has been up to four times higher among Aboriginal women than among non-Aboriginal women. 14 We do not know if the improvement in the reported rates of screening among Aboriginal women will translate to reduced incidence and mortality. Efforts to bridge the gap in the incidence of cervical cancer and its associated mortality between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal women may benefit from collaborative work across several fronts, including the promotion of culturally appropriate educational materials and services related to sexual health, screening for cervical cancer, and immunization against human papillomavirus. Research on human papillomavirus and related outcomes among Aboriginal populations will also help address the current gaps in knowledge.
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